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Sing.

Director Bill Schatz leads the Brant Men of Song during practice. Brian Thompson
The annual event, which brings together male choruses from across the

province, is being held in Brantford this year. Also taking part will be the
Cambridge Male Chorus, Niagara Men’s Chorus, Queensmen Male
Chorus, The Ontario Male Chorus, and special guests Boys in B.

They will perform May 25 at 7 p.m. at Celebration Church, 22 Holiday Dr.,
Brantford. Tickets, which cost $20, are available at the door or from any
Brant Men of Song member or by calling president Ralph Hastings at
519-759-5577.

Dave Neely, Brant Men of Song member and concert co-ordinator, says
the evening will feature each chorus singing three pieces of their choice,
and eight mass chorus performances.

“The best time is when we're all singing together,” Neely notes. “With 120
guys, it sounds phenomenal.”
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He says people join the chorus because they love to sing, and want to
belong to something.

“It's a pretty cool bunch of guys. We do a lot of neat stuff, and it's fun.”

Neely says that, when he joined the chorus, he’d never done any solo
work. It took some time for him to feel comfortable singing solo.

“With 40 people singing around you, you can make a mistake and it'll be
buried a little bit,” he relates. “But, when you're standing out there all by
yourself, there's no place to hide if you mess it up.”

Hastings says the chorus, which began in 1961, currently has about 40
men in their ranks.

The group annually holds spring concerts, performs at area seniors’
homes and is involved with the Brantford Symphony Orchestra’s music
crawl. They also have sung at Remembrance Day services at Dunsdon
Legion, and the civic ceremony downtown at the Brant County War
Memorial. At Christmas, the Brant Men of Song put on a concert, which
also features the city’s all-women'’s choir, the Brant County Singers.

“These guys just really love singing,” Hastings says.

Bill Schatz, director of the choir, chose the eight pieces for the mass
performances, ranging from When The Saints Go Marching In to The
Awakening.

“It's an awesome thing to have that many voices just power over the
audience,” Schatz says. “It's an interesting experience to build a concert
when you're not the only one in control.”

He says he has to work with the directors from all of the other choruses
to ensure the program has enough variety and choirs have enough time
to practise the mass choruses.

As director for the past eight years, Schatz says he loves watching the
learning process.

“We have guys here that don't read music, and guys that are only here
because they just love to sing,” he says. “So, | have to bring them
together to a final product that they're happy with. When they get it,
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when it gels and they're super excited, the sound is phenomenal.”

Schatz says the experience helps build the confidence of chorus
members.

“Some of our guys are in their 80s,” the director notes. “They can't do
some of the physical labour they used to do, but they can still sing. They
put their heart and passion into it. | think that's fantastic for them.”

Brian Osborn joined the Brant Men of Song 54 years ago, a couple of
months after getting married in the summer of 1965.

“I needed a night out, you know,” Osborn says with a chuckle.

The 77-year-old tenor, who is also a member of the choir at St. Andrew’s
United Church, says he enjoys the camaraderie.

“I enjoy singing, and with a bunch of guys, it's more fun,” Osborn says.
“My voice is still going. I'll keep going until | can't.”
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